
               
 

Minutes of the Management Committee meeting held on  
10th September 2020 at 7pm at Padgate Village Club 

 
Present: (13) Bob McLoughlin, Rosa Dale, John Hill, Howard Klein, Wendy & Geoff Orange, Lynn 
Colter-Howard, Nicola Taylor, Carol Clynes, Natalie Radcliffe, Katy Wallace, Gareth Thomas, 
Richard Robinson 
Apologies (2): Paul Adams, David Pearson 
 
Welcome: Geoff Orange welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
We acknowledged the need for the requirements of social distancing by 
spreading ourselves around the perimeter of the room but still maintaining 
active participation in the meeting. 
 

1. Minutes: Minutes of the Meeting held on July 16th 2020 have been circulated to 
Management Committee members and are on the LRA website. 
 

2. Covid-19: Due to the new Covid-19 rules and Government guidelines, we agreed that we 
are not able to resume any of the functions that we conventionally sponsor, such as 
General Meetings, Ukulele, Dance Classes, Afternoon Tea, Exercise Classes, Coach Trips, 
Fireworks Extravaganza etc., until 2021. This would be kept under review and when 
appropriate, a further Management Committee meeting will be called to discuss any 
resumption of activities. 

 
Bob McLaughlin said that, after a PVC Committee Meeting held on the 8th September 2020, 
PVC are not planning any activities or entertainment such as Quiz nights, Bingo etc., and 
that everything has been suspended until Government guidelines permit.  Bob also said 
that following a recent inspection of the PVC building by staff from Warrington Borough 
Council Environmental Services, the outcome proved satisfactory after a thorough deep 
clean of the fixtures, fittings and furniture had been carried out.  This was followed by a 
controlled ‘antibacterial/antiseptic’ spraying of the Club which has resulted in PVC being 
‘certified’ clean until the end of September, when a further deep clean will take place and 
then every following 40 days.   Maximum number of people allowed in the bar is 24 and 30 
in the lounge. 
 
All present agreed with the ongoing suspension of LRA activities to safeguard the wellbeing 
of our residents and our volunteers. 

 
3. Meeting with David Boyer (WBC) -  Following no responses by staff of Warrington 

Borough Council to approx. 63 LRA emails, representation was made to the Leader of 
Warrington Borough Council after which a meeting with David Boyer was arranged. Geoff 
and Bob met David Boyer (Director of Environment & Transport at WBC) at Padgate Library 
which has produced these immediate reactions:- 
 

• Flooding in Saffron Close – WBC had not so far regarded this matter as a high 
priority. Photographs were produced to show the extent of the flooding and how it 
affected residents, some of whom were elderly, infirm and others walked through using 
prams. After a healthy exchange of views the meeting agreed that this was 
unsatisfactory. Engineers have since been to visit the site and have agreed that a new 



gully is to be laid in the next 28 days to eliminate the flooding in this area. A satisfactory 
outcome.  
 

• Map of Longbarn – We have long been trying to obtain a map of the Longbarn area 
which illustrates land ownership as it falls between WBC, Muir and the Land Trust, in 
order to be able to allocate responsibility following questions and requests from 
residents for help. As a start LRA is now in possession of a detailed map (produced by 
WBC) of Longbarn which outlines the areas of ownership and responsibility as far as 
WBC is concerned, which has already proved useful to LRA.  WBC will now work to 
provide a complete map which will overlay other land ownership by Muir, The Land 
Trust etc.  Another good result which we will monitor to ensure that a complete picture is 
obtained as soon as possible. 

 

• Bus Shelters – Discussion took place about LRA’s request for 2 additional bus shelters 
at Guildford Close, at The Padgate Medical Centre on Station Road South, and the 
modification of the standing area at Guildford Close.  An onsite meeting has taken place 
with Alyn Jones and a member of his team from WBC to discuss our requirements. It 
was agreed that action should be taken to see if these matters could be achieved within 
this financial year. Onsite it was pointed out that the footpaths to accommodate these 
works are not wide enough at present. The new buses (when they pull up at stops) now 
“kneel” ~  both stops need attention and both kerbs now need to be brought up to the 
new standard to meet this new use by the buses.  Contact has been made by email with 
both Warrington Housing Association and the Practice Manager at Padgate Medical 
Centre to see if they will donate a metre of their land, at Guildford Close and Station 
Road South, to this project so that the bus shelters can be erected to current standards 
whilst maintaining room for prams, wheelchairs and pedestrian to pass without 
compromising their safety.  The contact information has also been given to WBC hoping 
that a joint approach for the donation of both strips of land might be more successful. 
After a long wait this is, again, progress on behalf of our residents. 
 

• Fallowfield Grove Play Area – Update – The request for a children’s Play Area on the 
south side of Harpers Road came from the residents at a public meeting some time ago.  
The piece of land in Fallowfield Grove, owned by WBC, was identified some time ago as 
an appropriate site. WBC have said they will donate the land to Muir (for free subject to 
both parties paying their own legal fees) who will then be responsible for the site.  
Currently we think full planning permission is still required for this area.  The Director is 
to investigate if this is so. Richard Wilson (Burnet Close) has kindly agreed to take on 
this project on behalf of LRA and we are in the process of arranging a pre-planning 
“seminar” with WBC planners to better understand ‘How to Complete a Planning 
Application.’ It is not known yet whether Richard will attend on his own or if LRA can 
have additional residents to attend at the same cost. Cost of the Seminar will be approx. 
£268 (including VAT).  The cost of the Play Area is still £62,667.60 and with discount 
making the net figure £54,900.00. There is, also, the cost of the planning application to 
fund.  It is currently hoped that an application to the Community Initiatives Fund at WBC 
will be accepted and supported to cover ALL LRA’s costs surrounding the planning 
application in full.  Officers at WBC are to help with this. 

 
Richard Robinson asked if we could apply to the National Lottery Fund for the full cost of 
the Play Area – an avenue to explore – and it might be appropriate to apply to the Police 
& Crime Commissioner for funding from the Proceeds of Crime initiative.  
David Boyer is supportive of our Play Area Project and  Chris Skinkis from Fearnhead 
Cross Community Centre has been appointed by WBC as the ‘go to’ contact for LRA.  
Richard also asked about the now disused and derelict play area in Pasture Lane.  It 
was agreed that this is neither a good site nor a safe area for our kiddies to play in. 

 
All agreed that the outcomes of the meeting with David Boyer represented a significant 
move forward in our relations with WBC, with some long outstanding matters now 
making notable progress. 



 
4. Accounts – Warmest good wishes and thanks were expressed to Nicola who has, again, 

produced an up to date financial report, for the period ending 31 August 2020.  The report 
had been circulated to Management Committee members earlier in the day.  Any questions 
arising should be directed to the Chairman.  It was very good to have such up to date 
figures for the finances of LRA.  Rosa Dale asked about the designated funds from both the 
National Lottery Fund and Cheshire Community Foundation and the situation regarding the 
non-use of these monies, in the light of these funds having a time limit on them.   Geoff said 
that contact had been made with these organisations and both realise the unprecedented 
position we find ourselves in.  Currently they are not planning to reclaim the unspent grants.  
LRA will keep in touch with both of these grant providers to update them with our intentions 
for these funds. 
 

5. Padgate Station – Bob McLaughlin updated everyone on the work carried out recently at 
Padgate Station.  The roof on the north side has been repaired as has the CCTV (which is 
now switched on!). The building is now available for lease.  White lines have been painted 
at the railway platform edges and the car park has been re-marked.  Still no movement on 
the removal of the trees, unfortunately, which we continue to chase. 
 

6. Meeting with Charlotte Nichols MP – with Management Committee members at Burnet 
Close.  The MP is impressed with and has been given a list of LRA’s achievements which 
she has put on Twitter, along with an article supporting LRA.   It must be noted that whilst 
she has no direct influence with WBC her future support of LRA is promising and, 
acknowledging that LRA is a non-political organisation, we will keep in touch. 
 

7. Food Parcels  - The food parcels kindly donated by Greencore since 27 April 2020 will end 
on Monday 14 September.  We have been informed that Greencore will not be holding an 
annual Christmas Party in December 2020 for residents at their factory. However, they are 
planning to ensure that those residents who have been receiving food parcels will have 
delivered to them the ingredients for a Christmas meal on Wednesday 23 December 2020.  

 
The meeting closed at 8.10pm 
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