
 

             
  

Minutes of the Management Committee meeting held 19 March 2020 at 7pm  
at Padgate Village Club  

 
 
Our hearts, our healing prayers, our comforting hugs, go out to Wendy & Geoff on the desperately 
sad loss of their treasured son, Matthew. May he rest in peace.  
 
 
Present: Bob McLoughlin, Rosa Dale, John Hill, Dave Pearson, Howard Klein, Paul Adams 
 
Apologies: Wendy & Geoff Orange, Lynn Colter-Howard, Nicola Taylor, Carol Clynes, Natalie 

Radcliffe, Katy Wallace, Raj Asani, Gareth Thomas, Richard Robinson 
 
Welcome 
 

1. As chairman for the evening Bob welcomed us to the meeting. Acknowledging that we were 
few in number on account of the impacts of coronavirus, & the need for social distancing, 
we spread ourselves in the cubicles around the perimeter of PVC (but close enough to hear 
what was going on without shouting at each other!). And with coronavirus in mind Bob 
emphasised that folk should feel free to leave if at any point they felt uncomfortable. 

 
Padgate Village Club 
 

2. With so much of our business conducted at the Club, Bob provided a status update in light 
of coronavirus ~ 

 

• After consultation with the staff, who have agreed to continue to work (these are the people 
at the sharp end), PVC will remain open 

• The above decision was made after serious discussions with staff by the PVC Committee 
on behalf of all members 

• It was also agreed that all “large” gatherings (20+) will be cancelled immediately until further 
notice, including the following:- 

 
Quiz Nights   Bingo Nights    Ukulele Club 
Dance classes  Exercise Classes  Star Nights Torus Open Days  
Afternoon Tea   LRA Residents’ Meetings Private functions   
 

• Hand sanitation will be available behind the bar (to alleviate them being stolen (as has 
happened, sadly, on regular occasions, from the toilets!) 

• It would be appreciated if transactions were paid for by credit/debit card wherever possible 

• Any customers returning from holiday from infected areas will be “encouraged” to self-
isolate at home as per current Government guidelines 

• ALL WILL BE UNDER REVIEW ON AN ONGOING BASIS TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF 
STAFF & CUSTOMERS 

 
 
 



Impact of coronavirus on LRA business 
 

3. In addition to the effect of coronavirus on those things we conventionally run out of PVC, we 
concluded that ~ 

 

• LRA Management Committee meetings will continue for as long as PVC remains open 

• Community Fun Day (presently scheduled for 25 May) suspended (for planning purposes 
we’ll look to September Bank Holiday, but keep under review as coronavirus situation 
develops). Dave will advise New Horizons School accordingly. 

• Ditto our Fireworks Extravaganza (presently scheduled for 7 November)  

• As our Residents’ Meetings are now suspended, attendance of Police & Crime 
Commissioner at our meeting originally scheduled for 2 April has been cancelled.  

 
Minutes of meeting held 6 February 
 

4. The minutes of our last meeting were agreed. There were no matters arising. 
 
Financial report for period ending 29 February 2020 
 

5. Details had been circulated to Management Committee colleagues in advance of the 
meeting. There were no matters arising. 
 

6. On an associated matter, what a shame that 2 litter bins in Longbarn Park had been 
destroyed by vandals. But incidentally Geoff has been keen to get 2 additional litter bins for 
Harper’s Road. So Paul made a bid to Parish Council for 4 bins (2 each, including 
installation by WBC, with LRA meeting 25% (£450) of the total cost). Delighted to report 
that the bid has been successful. Paul will liaise with Jim Smith (for Friends of Longbarn 
Park) through to installation. 

 
Update on Harper’s Green development 
 

7. Bob had recently met with Anwyl & reported that it’s anticipated that the first new residents 
will move in on 9 June. 
 

8. And as outstanding examples of community engagement, before they finally leave the site, 
Anwyl will ~ 

 

• donate 2 concrete benches which will be erected either end of embankment 

• rectify defects in PVC car park surface 

• repair, damp proof & paint external walls at PVC 

• erect perspex/metal smoking shelter at PVC 

• erect a greenhouse 

• Crown green bowling green will be re-laid, accompanied by shed 
 
Land Trust risk assessment 
 

9. So the story goes that there are parts of our estate where Land Trust don’t cut the grass in 
communal areas. Our volunteers manfully step in & do the job. But then Land Trust assert 
that we must agree a risk assessment to enable our people to cut grass on their land. 
Strange but true! 
 

10. Previous submissions have not satisfied Land Trust. We’ve now submitted a fourth attempt 
& await the outcome. 

 
 
 
 
 



Britain in Bloom 2020 
 

11. Preparing our estate for the competition ~ indeed maintaining our highways & byways in 
general ~ always falls on a few dedicated volunteers. Not really good enough, & Geoff 
recently invited residents to a meeting to discuss whether or not we should enter the 
competition this year, with all that entails for additional volunteer support. 
 

12. Turns out the meeting was well attended, with the following outcomes ~ 
 

• LRA will enter the 2020 competition, given that ~ 

• A local contractor will be employed to complete the initial cut along the embankment, now; 
again before judging takes place; & a final cut as winter approaches. And, 

• We have 4 volunteers to share the mowing 

• Our planters have been allocated between volunteers for planting & watering. 
 
Illicit car parking at Guildford Close 
 

13. Problem ~ non-residents parking illicitly at Guildford Close.  
Action ~ LRA organised a meeting with Warrington Housing Association (WHA).  
Discussion ~ WHA Property Services Inspector has agreed for WBC to adopt the double 
yellow lines at Guildford Close (subject to WBC accepting the responsibility). 
Outcome ~ double yellow lines will be enforceable, & new signage has been erected. 
Hopefully a good result! 

 
News Round-Up 
 

14. A standing agenda item, Bob introduced the topic to give us the opportunity to share news, 
gossip and especially, recognise achievement and the nice things we do for each other. 
Paul took the opportunity to announce Carol’s birthday being celebrated between now & our 
next meeting ~ on 20 April. 

 
Review of meeting 
 

15. So we were small in number this evening. Seating arrangements were different. And 
coronavirus hung precariously over our proceedings. But do you know ~ it was a really 
good meeting, held in good humour, with good spirit, & some meaningful discussion. Nice 
one.  
 

16. Indeed, although we sat in the PVC cubicles  for a particular reason, we concluded that 
actually, it proved more relaxed, in practice, & worth trying again when we get back to 
‘business as usual.’ 

 
Any other business 
 

17. John asked whether, when we get back to business as usual, there are any plans to hold a 
team build for Management Committee colleagues in 2020? Bob acknowledged that our 
Lottery grant contains a sum earmarked for a team build event, upon which an interesting, 
brief discussion ensued about the nature of those events. Paul concluded by saying that 
when we’re back in business, he will arrange for the item to be included on our agenda & 
we may have a team discussion on the topic. 
 

                 


