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Minutes of the Residents’ Meeting held 31 October 2019
 at 7:30pm at Padgate Village Club 

Present (28): Paul Adams, Pat & Dave Allen, Raj Asani, Helen Broderick, Sid & Marjorie Charlton, Robert Colquhoun, Lynn Colter-Howard, John Hill, Howard Klein, Margaret McKenzie, Amanda Maycock, Sue & Bob McLaughlin, John & Janet Melia, Chris Merritt, Tony Murphy, Geoff & Wendy Orange, David Pearson, Steven Rydzkeski, Jim Smith, Nicola Taylor, Ron & Sheila Westwood, Flo Wright. 

Apologies (2): Rosa Dale & Richard Robinson

Visitors (6): PCSO’s Nadia McDonald and Kirkham. Fire Officers Mark Pollard, Ryan Cook, Sam Rogers & James McCall

1. INTRODUCTIONS ~ Geoff welcomed everybody to the meeting.

2. BRITAIN IN BLOOM COMPETITION ~ Announcement of winners at the Awards Ceremony had taken place in Southport earlier today. With great pleasure Geoff proudly announced that LRA had been awarded ‘Level 5 ~ Outstanding’ for a fourth consecutive year. An absolute credit to Wendy Orange & her small but perfectly formed band of volunteers, who received a warm round of applause from the audience for their tireless efforts to keep our place litter-free & looking splendid throughout the year.

3. CHESHIRE FIRE & RESCUE ~ Watch Manager Mark Pollard, ably supported by his team Ryan Cook, Sam Rogers & James McCall, provided us with an insight into the work of Cheshire Fire & Rescue, along with Top Tips on keeping safe. A thoroughly entertaining presentation which again drew a warm round of applause from the audience for the insights, advice & especially the great work they do to keep us safe.

4. POLICE REPORT ~ Geoff welcomed police officer Nadia MacDonald & PCSO Kirkham who introduced themselves as new to our beat, with an undertaking to keep us regularly informed about police & crime matters around our community. PA was keen to discuss ways in which we may work in better harmony together, & a meeting has since been arranged for 10 January (10am at Padgate Library) to do just that.

5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING HELD 19 SEPTEMBER ~ Minutes are on our LRA website. There were no matters arising.

6. VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT TO JOIN OUR LRA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ~ Geoff extended an invitation to residents to join us in helping to make a difference in Longbarn. We do some great things, & we’ve generated monies to do even more, but we need help. Residents may contact Geoff in person, or via our ‘Contact Us’ page on the LRA website.

7. FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 30 SEPTEMBER 2019 ~ Details of income and expenditure (for September and year to date) were presented to residents. In addition ~

· Geoff advertised raffle tickets for our Grand Christmas Draw, with prizes now including a first prize increased to £75. Tickets £1 each, with draw taking place on 22 December.
· A bid has been made to Cheshire Community Foundation for monies to cover our Seated Exercise Classes & Afternoon Teas, plus new bids for ‘Mindfulness & Memory Classes’ & ‘Footloose in Longbarn’ adult dance classes. The Awards Panel will meet on 12 November to decide the outcome of our bid.
· Co-Op Community Fund ~ The latest round of donations as part of customer shopping at The Co-Op has now ended, & a grant to LRA is anticipated towards the ned of November. A huge, ‘Thank you’ to all who nominated LRA as your chosen charity.

8. FRIENDS OF LONGBARN PARK ~ Jim Smith, one of a group of small but perfectly formed group of volunteers who look after our park, gave us an impressive  presentation of the origins & work of the volunteers. Set up in December 2014, Jim explained that the park had been neck-high in grass & brambles & the woodland was choked. And he had photos to prove it! But all of that has changed ~ maintenance & renovation has proceeded throughout the years; grass gets cut; woodland has been cleared; spring & winter planting takes place; a play area & picnic bench have been erected; a path has been laid to enable better access to the pond; & pond maintenance is an ongoing issue. Quite rightly their efforts have been recognised by Warrington Voluntary Action with their ‘Star Awards,’ & Britain in Bloom with the award of ‘Level 5 – Outstanding.’ If you’re interested in helping to make a difference, in helping to keep our park a place to be proud of, please join in by contacting the group at longbarnpark@amx.com, or by phone on 07815 623766.

9. UPDATE ON HARPER’S GREEN DEVELOPMENT ~ Geoff provided an update along with accompanying photos, provided by Anwyl, as follows:

· The roof is now watertight,  Anwyl having really battled with the weather as the roofing is a heat-sealed process & needs dry weather.
· Windows & patio doors are now complete to all 97 apartments, which are now being plaster-boarded
· Mechanical & electrical installations to all apartments should be complete by the 8 November
· Every endeavour has been taken on-site to eradicate any mud getting carried onto the main highway by means of a fully hard-cored site.
· All deliveries are fully communicated and co-ordinated on-site, with delivery slots to stop any major disruption to the local residents, school and local public. 

10. THE LAND TRUST (LT) ~ Geoff explained that LT has asserted that we need a licence to mow the grass on their land around our estate, which in turn requires the completion of a risk assessment. We’ve had several goes at this; LT has now provided a draft template they want us to use for the purpose; so we’ve drawn breath & will submit the appropriate paperwork.

11. SOCIAL EVENTS ~ Geoff announced our upcoming events as follows:

· Fireworks Extravaganza: 1 November. New Horizons School.  Gates open 5pm. Fireworks at 7.30pm    Entry by donation (children free)
· Fireworks at Station House Pub: 5 November. Fireworks at 7pm. No tickets required.
· Quiz Night: 15th November. Tickets £6 (includes hot & cold buffet). Padgate Village Club. 7.30pm for 8pm start 
· Christmas Lights switch on and carols: 6th December at 6.30pm. Padgate Village Club. No tickets required.
· Adult Christmas Party: 13th December 7.30 for 8pm. Tickets £6. Padgate Village Club.
· Children’s’ Christmas Party: 22nd December 2 – 4pm. Tickets £4. Padgate Village Club.
For tickets please phone 01925 820647 (Answerphone)
12. VISIT TO SAFETY CENTRAL ~ at Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service’s  interactive life skills education centre at Lymm. With 4 themed zones, people can develop the skills &  knowledge they need to stay safe & well at home, on the road & in our community.
We’ll visit Safety Central on Wednesday 8 January 2020, with spaces for up to 40 residents. FREE BUS for the return journey from Padgate Village Club to Lymm leaves at 1.30pm. Interested? Phone 01925 820647 to reserve a seat.

13. D’UKES OF LONGBARN ~ Ron Westwood provided an update on recent & forthcoming events at which our musically talented residents entertain a variety of community groups, with proceeds donated to Rocco’s.  

14. UPDATE ON FRIENDS OF PADGATE STATION ~ Bob McLoughlin provided an update on the latest plans for the station & it’s environs.

15. LITTER PICKING IN LONGBARN ~ Something of a thorny issue, this one. There’s no disputing that litter is a serious problem in Longbarn. In an effort to keep the problem under control, Geoff arranges a litter pick for the 3rd Saturday of each month inviting volunteers to join us to collect litter (with bin bags & equipment provided) in an organised fashion. But turnout is mixed, at best. At the same time, thankfully some folk go out in their own time to collect litter. So the issue is whether or not we continue to arrange litter picking in an organised fashion. Geoff did no more than flag the issue at this time; we’ll take a decision on next steps in the New Year. But just to be clear, there’s no point making organised arrangements if too few folk turn out. And we need more residents to ‘Love where you live’ & keep litter under control.

16. AFTERNOON TEA ~ The next Afternoon Tea event has been arranged for Friday 6 November & will be held, as usual, at PVC (2-4pm).

17. SEATED EXERCISE CLASS ~ The next Sitting Exercise Class has been arranged for Friday t November, & will be held, as usual, at PVC from 2.15pm.

18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

· Vinny Harrison again reminded us that his bushes in Pasture had not yet been dealt with although promised by Muir.
· Tony Murphy reminded us that he had heard nothing from Councillor Friend regarding the 2 bush shelters required at Guildford Close and the Doctors Surgery on Station Road South. 
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~ Both items will be taken up with the appropriate authorities before our next Residents’ Meeting.

Meeting closed at 9.15pm.
Next meeting (which will be our Annual General Meeting) 9 January 2020.
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Address: 1% Floor, Padgate Library, Insall Road, Fearnhead, Warrington, Cheshire WA2 OHD
Email: longbarnra279@gmail.com  Telephone: 01925 820647
Member of National Organisation of Residents’ Associations

“Working fogether for our Community”




