
 

Minutes of the Management Committee meeting held 13thJune 2019 

 at 7:30pm at Padgate Village Club  

 

Present: Geoff Orange (GO), John Hill (JH), Bob McLaughlin (BMcL), Wendy Orange (WO), Rosa 

Dale (RD), Lynn Colter-Howard (LC-H) David Pearson (DP) Paul Adams (PA) Richard Robinson 

(RR) Nicola Taylor (NT) 

Apologies: Chris Merritt (CM), Howard Klein (HK), Raj Asani (RA)  

1 Welcome  GO welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2. Minutes of the previous Management Committee meeting are on the LRA website.  

    Matters arising DP asked for the discussion & vote to move the venue for our Management 

Committee meetings to Padgate Library be repeated on our next meeting agenda, reflecting that 

not all members were present at the last meeting when the matter was discussed & voted upon. A 

question arose whether proxy votes are acceptable in those circumstances where members are 

unable to be present & a vote on a particular topic is anticipated. PA confirmed that our LRA 

Constitution provides for proxy votes. 

3. Sub-committee minutes It was agreed that updates for our 7 sub-committees (collated for our 

residents’ meetings)  should be presented quarterly rather than every 6 weeks. GO requested 

updates from sub-committees to be sent to him ready for the next residents’ meeting to be held on 

27th June. 

4. LRA Fun Day  Our Social sub-committee will meet to review the event. Early results of our 

takings on the day (we’re awaiting some bills before a final analysis can be made) confirm that 

another Fun Day next year is viable. 

5. Financial Report – NT produced the accounts to 30th May 2019.  Restricted funds are being 

used appropriately. Muir has donated their annual contribution of  £100 to LRA funds, for which we 

are extremely grateful.  

6.  Fallowfield Grove Play Area We had called a joint meeting with WBC & Muir to discuss 

progress to date & next steps. Disappointingly Muir failed to attend. The transfer of the land from 

WBC to Muir may take place once planning permission for the development has been granted. But 

progress is presently stalled whilst we consider planning permission ~ the WBC representative will 

provide us with advice & guidance, after which we may consider the way forward.  

7.  The Land Trust (TLT)– At a meeting with Mary Doyle and TLT it was pointed out that, in the 

view of TLT, no machinery may be operated on Land Trust land without a license and appropriate 

training. TLT and L-CH to meet again with the Land Trust to try to organise training or supervision 

and to discuss the license. 

8. Fearnhead Cross Community Centre – The Management Committee at the Community 

Centre have been given Notice To Quit the building by WBC. An appeal to the Local Government 

Ombudsman will be prepared & (as an individual) GO has offered to help with the paperwork 

along with RR. Sue Emery (a member of the Community Centre Management Committee) has, in 



the past, helped LRA to raise funds and awareness and GO felt that it would be right to 

reciprocate, but was at pains to point out that there is no link between his offer of help & LRA 

business. 

9.  Defibrillator – After many years of chasing our application for a defibrillator, WBC has now 
granted our request ~ a significant achievement, & one which GO has single-handedly 
championed, for which he received a warm round of congratulatory applause 😃 The WBC 
Community Initiative Fund will cover the cost of the device; & a secure box will be funded by The 
North West Ambulance Service. The final location of the device will be decided when the 
defibrillator arrives. Training will be provided by WBC at no cost.  
 

10. Warrington East Roadworks – WBC cycle and pedestrian surveys are to be done in the 

Poulton North Area from College place, Fearnhead Lane, Crab Lane, Nook Lane and into 

Longbarn. GO, following inadequate consultation on the part of WBC, asked that parts of Burnett 

Close leading to Longbarn Bridge and onto the industrial estate off Grange Avenue be included 

and also the route taken into Anderson Close through the estate to Nook Lane. He was told that 

the Council have no money! It was suggested that emails be sent to WBC (in particular Councillor 

Paul Warburton, responsible for introducing more cycle routes) to try to get them to include the 

above routes in the WBC survey. 

11. Outcome of Meeting with David Boyer (a director at WBC) Following a meeting between 

David Boyer, GO & BMcL, progress has been made against the list of 73 issues previously drawn 

up by CM & PA,  for example ~drop kerbs, bushes removed at key places (eg, to make safe the 

pedestrian crossing on Harpers Road) and the cleaning of the gutters along Harpers Road to 

remove debris and tree growth. So good progress is being made, & we will continue to pursue the 

outstanding issues remaining on the aforementioned list. 

12. North West in Bloom – The judging will take place on 31st July this year.  GO fears this could 

be the last year of entry as not enough volunteer help is given to maintain the area. PA has an 

idea to seek the help of local youth associations in the area. Watch this space. 

13. Social Events -  Quiz Night 5th July. Trip to Stratford upon Avon Regatta 7th July. Blackpool 

Air Show 11th August. Race Night 13th September; and possibly a trip to Blackpool Illuminations in 

October.  

14. News Round-up  PA heralded the forthcoming birthdays ahead of our next Management 

Committee meeting, of LCH 22nd June and GO 13th July. 

Emails – Use of ‘CC’ & ‘BCC’ – In order to comply with new data protections laws, it was formally 

agreed by everyone that their email address may be included by the sender in emails under ‘CC’ 

rather than ‘BCC.’ 

‘Thank you’ letters have been sent to those who donated gifts and prizes for the Fun Day.   

PA made clear that all Management Committee members may provide an item for Management 

Committee meeting agendas, asking that items be forwarded either to GO or PA ahead of 

meetings. 

Padgate Walking Day is on June 22nd this year and LRA will be selling hot dogs and burgers at 

Padgate Village Club.  Please contact Wendy Orange if you can help.  

WO advised that Sheila Westwood has had her hip operation and is doing well and hoping to be 

home soon. We wish her well with her recuperation. 

RR observed that Friends of Padgate Library are canvassing for support to help prevent the library 

from closing ~ see RR if you can help.  PA suggested that we might mention FoPL on our 

Facebook page.  

 



15. Speaker 27th June ~ Councillor Russ Bowden The Council Leader will be a guest speaker 

at our Residents’ meeting on 27th June, & GO encouraged folk  to ask him questions on his views 

on eg, the consultation process; the fact that the culture in Warrington is regarded as the lowest of 

365 other towns surveyed; the reasons why people prefer to shop in other towns like Widnes for 

example (eg, free car parking) and other matters. RR pointed out that the WBC ‘Warrington Local 

Plan’ is still available to see in the Library. We’d like a decent turnout and PA suggested that we 

might invite someone from Torus to provide a ‘significant’ update on progress at their Harper’s 

Green development to further attract residents to the meeting. Suggested questions were offered 

as follows ~ 

* An update would be appreciated on the "Travellers" new area, for which £2m+ has been 

taken from the WBC budget years ago 

* Comments on Widnes vs Warrington, as per the Warrington Guardian reports 

* As an Association we have had great difficulty in obtaining even an acknowledgement of 

emails previously sent to WBC, let alone any reply. 

 

16. A.O.B. -  At future Residents’ meetings we need to make more effort to obtain contact details 

for use when we distribute email notices across our community. 

An email to Mark Tune from RR regarding the double yellow lines has not been replied to. RR to 

contact Mark Tune by telephone. 

PA to update the website with the new Constitution as and when the Charity Commission provides 

approval.  

 

17. Review of the Meeting  - It was agreed that it was a really productive meeting especially in 

the light of it being a full agenda. PA was especially grateful  that all members had been respectful 

and polite during debate. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.20pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


