
 
 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS DEALT WITH BY STEPHEN HUNTER ((TRANSPORT 
FOR WARRINGTON SERVICE MANAGER AT WARRINGTON BOROUGH 
COUNCIL) AT LRA RESIDENTS’ MEETING HELD 16 MAY 2019 
 
What are the plans for the embankment of earth alongside the road from the roundabout to 
Nook Lane subway, as it is a health and safety concern? 

 
This area has been used for deposition of topsoil from the scheme. The mound will be regraded to 
give a more natural appearance and blend into the surrounding area, and grassed over. A forward 
clear sightline is to be maintained from the subway to the traffic lights at College Place. 
 

What are the plans regarding the possible extension of the cycleway from the roundabout 
to Nook Lane and possibly through Longbarn Park? 
 

Following a request from the public we have looked at the possibility of creating a new 3m wide 
shared use path between Nook Lane and the new path alongside College Place RAB.  If provided, 
it is envisaged that the path would join the new cycleway network at the crossing point on the west 
side of College Place. We understand that initial feedback from the LRA, residents and Friends of 
Longbarn Park for the new path have been positive. The widening of the existing path through 
Longbarn park is a related scheme and could be constructed as a stand-alone scheme. Neither of 
these schemes are part of Warrington East Phase 2 and as it stands they do not have  any 
funding in this year’s programme. We would welcome further comments on these schemes. 
 

Why is there an extra lane at the junction from Birchwood Way west bound at the 
roundabout, but not east bound, nor on the exit from Woolston Grange Ave? Tail backs on 
Woolston Grange Ave often cause queues of traffic back along Harpers Road. 
 

The extra lane westbound allows two lanes of traffic to turn left into Woolston Grange Ave, and 
two lanes to travel west towards Orford. The middle lane will be marked for left and straight on 
movements to facilitate this. Traffic modelling undertaken for the scheme showed that additional 
lanes eastbound on Birchwood Way and Woolston Grange Avenue are not necessary. 
 

Why has Birchwood Way been widened for a short distance westbound, just after 
the  Woolston Grange Ave. junction? 
 

This is to provide an opportunity for the two lanes of traffic heading westbound from College Place 
Roundabout to merge into one lane before it passes over the subway. 
 

What are the plans at the end of these roadworks to get traffic back onto the Expressway 
and off Harpers Road? 
 

Traffic should go back of its own accord once the works are complete. There should be no 
advantage in traffic using Fearnhead Lane and/or Harpers Road once Birchwood Way is fully open 
and the junction is fully operational. All road signs will direct traffic along Birchwood Way and sat 
nav systems including Google maps  will automatically update their records to direct vehicles 



along the quickest routes. We will be carrying out post scheme monitoring to check on the flows 
compared with before the works. These will be carried out in 2020 and will be compared with the 
2018 baseline surveys. 
 

Why does the widened footway/cycleway on the west side of Woolston Grange Avenue lead 
into the footway through to Blackburne Close when the closure of this footway has been 
agreed with LRA by the Executive Board member for Highways (Councillor Hans Mundry) 
subject to funding being obtained? 
 

This new footway / cycleway is being put in to improve connections for pedestrians and cyclists 
from Blackburne Close to College Place roundabout and beyond to other destinations such as 
Crab Lane and Birchwood. 
We are aware of a proposal from the Longbarn Residents Association supported by Poulton with 
Fearnhead Parish Council to extinguish the public right of access to the footpath. This was 
discussed with Councillor Hans Mundry Executive Member for Highways, Transportation and Public 
Realm. In early 2017 Mark Tune, the Council’s Traffic Management, Road Safety and Highway 
Adoptions Manager wrote to the Parish Council (letter attached). 
  
In this letter we advised that as part of the consultation on the removal of the footbridge in connection 
with the planning considerations for Olympic Park, it was the community that indicated that this 
footpath link should be retained. With this in mind, Councillor Mundry has resolved that the council 
will progress with the stopping up of the highway with associated physical works but is not to be 
funded from the council’s limited capital and revenue resources.  
  
There has been no change to this position since early 2017. 
 

Are there any plans to dual the entire length of the Birchwood Expressway? 
 

There are no plans to dual any further sections of Birchwood Way. However land for the remaining 
sections have been safeguarded within the Local Plan should this change in the future.  
 

Why will there be many Traffic Lights along the Expressway (the clue is in  the name, 
surely) which can only result in Traffic being slowed down on this road? 
 

The introduction of traffic signals at Oakwood Gate and Moss Gate as part of the Warrington East 
phase 1 has led to immense journey time and de-congestion benefits along the corridor. The new 
lights at College Place as part of Warrington East phase 2 will also have benefits to all users along 
this corridor and to local residents. The introduction of traffic lights also provides the opportunity 
for pedestrians to cross what is otherwise an impenetrable barrier leading to wider community 
benefits.  
  
 Explain how the traffic will run smoother and quicker when the works are finished, and will 
it be controlled with traffic lights. 
 

Please see answer to question 8 above. The business case for the scheme highlights that traffic 
congestion will be reduced and access much improved for pedestrians and cyclists as a result of 
the completion of Warrington East Phases 1, 2 and 3. 
  

 Why have so many trees been removed? 

To create space for the improved junction alignments and working space required to construct 
them. This response applies to all three junctions which make up Warrington East Phase 2 and 
also applies to the Warrington East Phase 3 scheme.  
  
 
 
How does widening the road at the Blackbrook Avenue junction help traffic flow? 
 



increases capacity and helps to alleviate the observed issue of westbound traffic delays at the 
junction, and improves the performance of the new layout at College Place for westbound traffic. 
  
Would it not be better if the whole of Birchwood Way was a dual carriageway? 
 
From a very early stage when carrying out the optioneering for the improvements to Birchwood 
Way, we knew that constructing a fully dualled BW from Orford to the motorway as per the original 
New Town masterplan would be unaffordable, based on the funding that the Council could access. 
It was also shown using traffic modelling that selected improvements at junctions and dualling of 
specific sections of Birchwood Way would offer better value for money than simply dualling in its 
entirety. 
  
 Why are there going to be crossings on to the centre of College Place roundabout? 
 
The new crossings which lead to  the centre of College Place RAB provide a new safe and direct 
route for pedestrians and cyclists across a hitherto impassable junction. The public consultation 
exercises for the projects revealed a high level of support from residents for this part of the 
scheme. The pedestrian crossings have been incorporated within the new traffic signals being 
constructed as a key component of the improvements at this location, the primary function of 
which is to increase capacity and balance flows across this busy junction.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


